The safety of intravenous chemotherapy and zidovudine when treating epidemic Kaposi's sarcoma.
Patients with epidemic Kaposi's sarcoma, who are often taking zidovudine, may be treated with cytotoxic chemotherapeutic agents. Both cytotoxic chemotherapy and zidovudine are myelotoxic and we have treated 16 patients with this combination. We report an acceptable rate of anaemia, leucopaenia, thrombocytopaenia and non-haematological side effects. This combination can be safely administered to this group of patients, although much of our experience is with the relatively non-myelotoxic chemotherapeutic agents, bleomycin and vincristine.